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Seventh Week of Easter – Pentecost

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This week we stand at the crossroads between endings and beginnings.  
The 50-day Season of Easter that marks Jesus’ return as the Risen Christ gives 
way to his Ascension into heaven.  And now with Pentecost, the incarnate 

and risen Christ leaves this world but, true to his promise, pours out the Holy 
Spirit on us to strengthen us as disciples. Filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, we follow in the footsteps of St. Paul “to bear witness to the gospel of God’s 
grace.” (Acts 20:24) 

Disciples, we no longer belong to this world that ends in death, but are one with 
Jesus, united in our longing to live eternally with God, who is love. ( John 7:1-11A). 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, we choose to be single-minded, focused and disciplined, 
forgoing the sirens that lure us off Christ’s salvific path of love.
 
Followers of Christ, our path may not be an easy one. We are sure to face unbelievers, 
scoffers, threats and – for some in this world – even violence and death. Christ 
experienced persecution and prepares us for it, noting “In the world, you will have 
trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world.” ( John 16:33)  It takes courage 
to faithfully bear witness to the divine truth.

Yet, there is no greater joy than following Christ. There is no greater joy than 
belonging to a community of believers, dedicating our lives to transforming the world 
with God’s love! Scripture tells us that “before rising, Jesus prayed to the Father that he 
‘consecrate the disciples in the truth”. ( John 17:19) Brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
are consecrated – blessed and made holy by God. Disciples, we are the “Father’s gift” 
to Christ. ( John 17:24) We belong to God!

My dear brothers and sisters, as you go forward into this chaotic world, my prayer is 
that you accept you are a beloved child of God destined for an eternity of love.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
 

Fr. Larry Beck
Pastor


