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“IT’S A SIMPLE MATH EQUATION” 
 

 
Hi, I’m David.  And I’m a leper. 
 
Ok, I’m not technically a leper.  I’ve never been diagnosed by a doctor, but more than a few 
parishioners have made that diagnosis.  Some days around here it’s easy to feel rejected and 
ostracized.  You know, not everyone is as nice as all of you all.   
 
In fact, a couple of times a year people go out of their way to remind a few of us staff that 
we’re lepers.  The messages usually come in the mail – and you know they are going to be 
especially complimentary because they are usually type-written and anonymous.   
 
Here is one that gave Msgr. and me special insight into the leper in today’s Gospel.  I’ve hung 
on to this one:  “One is a complete narcissist too busy admiring his own greatness (that would 
be me) and the other is nothing but a cranky man (that would be you, Monsignor)."  
 
Now as upset as I should have been at the contents of the letter, what upset me more is that I 
got mentioned with HIM.  After all, a true narcissist never wants to share the spotlight! 
 
Another of my favorites came last year, after our annual Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  But 
I give the person credit – she had the decency to sign her name!   She wrote she was sick and 
tired of being asked for money, that money was all that was ever preached, and that she wasn’t 
going to be intimidated by our strong-arm tactics. 
 
In his 38 parables, Jesus talked about money in 20 of them.  I wonder if people read the 
Gospels, say “There Jesus goes again!!  Always talking about money!?”  To set the record 
straight, it took me 7 pages of an 8 page talk to get to the one and only reference to money -- 
and I still got called out for it!   
 
Nonetheless, is it any wonder this narcissist feels like a leper!? 
 
This weekend begins our annual Stewardship renewal, and rather than wallow in leper pity, we 
thought it might be best to explain why we talk so much about giving back a significant portion 
of what God has given us through our time, our talent and our treasure?    And why we have a 
Stewardship renewal each year.  I hope to convince you stewardship is more than a program, 
but a way of life. 
 
That question is probably best answered by looking into the Gospel of Mark, which we read 
today.  It’s Mark’s Gospel that stresses Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God breaking into 
human life as Good News.  It’s Mark who makes us understand what it means for Jesus to be 
the Messiah – and not just another ancient-day miracle work.  And it’s Mark who helps us see 
Jesus himself as the first Steward in God’s Kingdom. 
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Importantly, it’s Mark Gospel that helps us see our role as disciples – living as Jesus lived.  
 
Before we can even get to today’s story of the leper being healed, we have to go back a few 
weeks to the story of Jesus, standing by the Sea of Galilee, and calling his first disciples.  
Remember how He invites them with the simple words “Come follow me!”   
 
And Scripture tells us that Simon, Andrew, James and John dropped their nets.  Right there and 
then, they dropped their nets and chose to commit themselves to Jesus.   
 
None of the four men sought out Jesus, which was pretty customary at the time, when students 
sought to be a student of a rabbi.  They didn’t shove their resumes in his face or plead to go on 
the road with Jesus, like a groupie might do with the latest pop star.  At this point in his 
ministry, Jesus was more American Idol contestant than Jay Z.   
 
The point is Jesus chose them. 
 
While they were minding their own business – just going about their rather ordinary lives like 
you and I do here in El Dorado Hills -- it was Jesus who chose them.  It was THAT personal!   
 
In an instant, they abandoned everything that was comfortable to them, left their families and 
jobs, and set off on a journey with this relatively unknown messenger of the Good News.  
 
They didn’t know where they would be going or what they would be doing or what obstacles 
they might confront.   But apparently it didn’t matter.  They took a real “leap of faith” that this 
Jesus was the real deal. 
 
And, for us today, that’s what’s important:  Accepting Jesus’s call – his invitation to be part of 
the Good News – was rooted in faith – faith that the Kingdom Jesus was talking about was more 
important than security or knowing what lies ahead.  RESPONDING is what matters!   
 
When people really believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, there is no obstacle big enough to 
prevent them from choosing to become one of His disciples … because deliberate disciples 
make a choice to follow Christ, no matter what the cost. 
 
That’s the choice facing us today:  do we believe enough in Christ -- (not believe that he was a 
historical person who lived 2000 years ago, but believe IN him and that he is present in the 
Eucharist and in each of us) – do we believe enough to respond or continue to respond to his 
invitation to want a personal, intimate relationship with Him? 
Just as He did with Simon, Andrew, James and John, Jesus calls each of us – personally – to live 
as His disciple, his friend, in a relationship so intimidate that we might call him a “Buddy.”  He’s 
the friend so close he puts his arm around us as we walk together, like you see in this year’s 
Stewardship logo.  He offers each of us an invitation to follow Him … to “come after me” … and 
to live the good news of the Gospel. 
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What’s striking to me is that, even today, Jesus doesn’t summon us as faceless names in a 
crowd but rather as unique individuals – because Jesus loves each of us so very much.  He 
knows our strengths and weaknesses.  He knows our personal histories and our individual 
destinies.  He knows our worries and our doubts, yet He still wants us to be His and for us to 
walk the journey of discipleship with Him.   
 
His love for us is that personal! 
 
How we respond to Jesus’s invitation that matters.  The reality is it’s impossible to be a 
deliberate disciple if our answer isn’t exactly like those fishermen.  We have to be “all in.” 
 
Being a disciple isn’t for the perfect.   In fact, all through the Gospels we see how imperfect 
Jesus’s best friends were.  Thomas was famous for doubting.  Matthew was a dishonest tax 
collector.  Martha was impulsive and short-tempered.  Her sister Mary seemed a little lazy.  And 
Peter, James and John even argued about which one of them was the greatest disciple!  (Man, 
they both sound like this narcissist I know who is so busy admiring his own greatness.) 
 
Jesus wasn’t interested in perfect people.  He was interested in people like the leper in today’s 
Gospel – an unclean man who simply believed that’s Jesus’s love and compassion could heal 
him.   
 
If I can say this without sticking my foot in my mouth, He is interested in imperfect people – 
lepers – like you and me. 
 
What Jesus wants with us is a personal and intimate friendship.  He wants a relationship with us 
– an honest relationship where we spend time with him, where we listen to him, where we 
confide in him, where we even tell him when we’re angry … and where we respond to His 
invitation by seeking to imitate him. 
 
The “response” phase of our journey gives way to the second phase, which I am calling 
“conversion.”   
 
Jesus knew that the journey of a disciple would be difficult.  So at Pentecost, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, a constant companion in our ongoing journey. 
 
With the Holy Spirit, we begin a conversion of mind and heart … one that leads to a brand new 
way of living that allows us to freely commit our very selves to the Lord. 
 
From our conversion, we praise God for being the source of all that we have and all that we are.  
We become grateful receivers of God’s gifts in our life. 
 
Most importantly, we become people who do the things that Jesus did – for the same reasons 
Jesus did them. 
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The motivation behind our actions matter.  If we do things for others in order to make 
ourselves feel good, or to gain status, or even merely because it’s philanthropic, the outcome is 
no doubt good – but the motivation isn’t to be a disciple. 
 
But when our motivation is to be a disciple – following Jesus, and doing what he would have 
done, for the reasons he did it – that’s when feeding the hungry, providing shelter for the poor, 
moving over in a pew, or any other simple act of kindness takes on special meaning.   
 
This willingness to share with Christ and others what has been gifted to us — that is the 
practice of stewardship.  
 
Why do we believe in stewardship?  It’s as simple as a first grade math equation.  Our response 
to God’s invitation to be a disciple + the conversion of our hearts and minds by the Holy Spirit =  
a life of stewardship, where we act as the stewards of all God has given us.   RESPONDING + 
CONVERSION = STEWARDSHIP.   
 
If you remember nothing else from this talk, remember this:  RESPONDING + CONVERSION = 
STEWARDSHIP 
 
At Holy Trinity we hold the truth that stewardship – our grateful response to a generous God – 
is absolutely fundamental to our journey together as Christians. 
 
We also realize that some – even in our own parish – challenge this truth.  Worse yet, they 
think “stewardship” is just some thinly disguised attempt to steal more of your time and 
money. 
 
For the skeptics – and really for all of us, as a reminder of why we invite everyone to make a 
stewardship commitment – let’s turn again to Mark’s Gospel for the incredible story of the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes.  We all remember the story:  a large crowd comes to see 
Jesus, and Jesus tells his disciples to feed them.  The disciples explain that that’s not possible 
because they only have five loaves and two fish.  Scripture then says:  “Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, Jesus said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds.  They all ate and were satisfied, and 
they picked up the fragments left over —twelve wicker baskets full.” 
 
Miracle?  Absolutely, but what’s really important is what Jesus did in this story. 

1. He looked to Heaven, acknowledging God as the source of all goodness (in this case 
plain ol’ bread and fish) 

2. He said a blessing of thanks, thanking God for what had been given even though in this 
case he had been given very little 

3. He shared what he had with others, recognizing that what we have been given is given 
by God to be shared  

4. He did all this joyfully. 
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Jesus was the original steward.  If our purpose as a disciple is to imitate Christ, he remains the 
example for us today. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we invite you to consider how God might be calling you to live as a 
grateful steward – and to make a formal commitment on the weekend of March 1.  Everyone 
should have received a packet of materials in the mail – they are also available on our website. 
 
But I don’t want us to get ahead of ourselves.  Commitment weekend isn’t for two more weeks, 
and you need to some time to decide what your commitment might be.  
 
In the meantime, as you leave today, stop in the narthex and tell us – in just a few words – how 
you have chosen to live as a disciple.  We hope to have two whole panels filled with 
affirmations of our decision to follow Christ.  Some of our parish youth have already done this – 
stop by and see what they had to say. 
 
If you are afraid you can’t measure up, just remember God doesn’t expect perfection.  If you’re 
afraid you might fall short:  join the crowd.  I’ll lead the way as the first of the imperfect!  
 
The God who made us also understands us.  He knows this is a lifelong journey, and he’s packed 
a big suitcase to join us on the journey. 
 
God never forces his will upon us.  His offer always comes as an invitation, just as Jesus did with 
his first disciples along the Sea of Galilee.    
 
The option to “choose Christ” and to choose to live as a steward is ours.   I can tell you, I’ve 
never met a steward who regretted the decision.  Those who accept Christ’s invitation find 
great joy trusting completely in God and making Him central in their lives.   
 
They find great joy putting into action and deed their commitment as converted and deliberate 
disciples – and grateful stewards.   
 
We hope you’ll accept the invitation. 
 
And if you don’t – and can’t stand all this talk about stewardship and giving back – please don’t 
send a letter.  It would be tough on this narcissist’s ego … and it might even make Msgr. a little 
cranky. 

 
 
 


