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CHANGES TO THE MASS BEGIN MAY 15-16 and JUNE 5-6 AT HOLY TRINITY 

 

On May 5, 2021, Bishop Soto issued a new statement and guidelines for the celebration of the 

Mass and other liturgies as we now emerge from the pandemic.  These are in response to the 

progress we are making in the struggle against COVID-19 and in light of the recent Supreme 

Court decisions.  He is asking the pastors to apply the new protocols in a manner consistent 

with the tiered, county-risk levels and the retention of health measures such as wearing face 

masks, sanitizing and maintaining physical distancing for the time being. 

 

Given our county’s current orange-tier (moderate) status, the following changes will be made at 

our Masses and other sacramental celebrations beginning May 15-16.  The following is a 

summary.   

 

Those serving in the various liturgical ministries—such as music ministers, greeters, Eucharistic 

ministers, altar servers, etc.—will be provided greater detail as needed. 

 

BEGINNING MAY 15-16: 

1. Regarding Church Capacity and Seating: 

We will remove the ribbons separating pews in the front 2/3 of the church.   

Several pews in the rear of the church will remain separated.  The allocation of these 

pews will be accessed and adjusted as needed going forward. 

2. Wherever we choose to sit, we are asked to maintain a safe and reasonable distance  

from others not in our group or household. 

3. Contact tracing is now eliminated. 

4. We will continue to sanitize the high-touch surfaces in the church following each 

weekend Mass. 

 

5. Regarding the Liturgy (Mass) itself … 

here’s a summary of the changes also beginning next weekend: 

A. You will see an expansion of tasks of numerous ministries including those serving in 

music ministry, and altar servers and greeters. 

B. The distribution of songbooks (hymnals) will return as in the past before the 

pandemic.  However, song sheets will be used for outdoor Mass.  Bulletins will also be 

distributed. 

C. We will resume having a Gifts Procession, however, this will not include an offertory 

collection at this time. 

D. We will also resume the Sign of Peace, however without physical contact. 

E.  The Quieting (Cry) Room for families will reopen based on the capacity that can be 
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accommodated with physical distancing. 

F. All other current practices not mentioned, will continue until El Dorado County lowers 

to the next tier, yellow (or minimal) status. 

BEGINNING JUNE 5-6 

A. Given the summer’s heat that’s before us, the outdoor Mass will be moved to 9:00 AM.  

The 11:00 AM Mass will be celebrated indoors. 

B. Therefore, the livestreamed Mass will need to switch to the 7:30 AM Mass and will also 

be recorded as in the past for later viewing during the day.  

C. In-vehicle reception of Holy Communion will also need to switch to the 7:30 AM 

livestreamed Mass and will begin at about 8:30 AM. 

CONFESSIONS 

Also, beginning May 15, the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation will be offered, as in 

the past before the pandemic, in the church confessional adjacent to the altar and 

baptismal font and, when there’s a second priest available, in the View Room adjacent to 

the narthex (or church lobby). 

DISPENSATION FROM MASS & GOING FORWARD 

Finally, Bishop Soto reminds us that, for the time being, the dispensation from attending 

Sunday Mass continues, but the obligation of honor the third Commandment remains, to 

keep holy the Lord’s Day with prayer, fellowship, rest and works of charity. All healthy 

Catholics physically able to attend Mass are encouraged to do so. 


