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“THE PASSION OF JESUS IS AN OCEAN OF LOVE” 
Deacon Dan’s homily for Sunday, April 18,2021 
 
For 50 days during this season of Easter we hear from the Acts of the Apostles.  Why?  Because 
Luke provides us the very beginnings, the earliest history, the various struggles and the heroic 
nature of the people who carried on the mission that Jesus intended for our Church, which we 
are to carry on now, as we live, in this time.   
 
Today, we heard some of the best from Saint Peter because he gives a lesson to the people (we 
are included in “the people”) in fundamental Christianity.  He says what he says in this reading 
because he’s just healed a crippled beggar “in the name of Jesus Christ” on the steps going into 
the temple for their 3:00 prayer and the crowd is hurrying in on them to see what just 
happened.  And he tells them that the healing came from Jesus, not from him.  It’s the grace 
from the Crucified One that heals the world!   
 
And, he identifies who Jesus is; the author of life.  The glorified servant of the God of Isaac, the 
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers.  There is no ambiguity in which God Peter is talking about.   
A Biblical God who has spoken to his people, gave us Commandments to live by, brought forth a 
Church to shepherd his people and continues to accompany each one of us throughout our 
lives.     
 
And, you might say, “Well, of course” we know who God is.  But that wasn’t the case 2,000 
years ago, and it’s not the case today.  We can’t take it for granted, even among ourselves, that 
everyone is on the same page…and it’s an important page!  Moral relativism; I’m okay, you’re 
okay.  To each his own. The creating of our 
own god based on our ego is one example 
of today’s alternate concept of god. The 
notion that people create their own form of 
god has been around since the beginning.   
 
It’s what continued to turn the people of 
Israel away from God and worship idols in 
repeated cycles of following God, turning 
away from him, sin and disaster and then 
repentance.  Today’s idols are just called by 
different names.   
 
The fact of sin in the world and in our own 
lives remains.  And, that is why we need to 
look at today’s Gospel and ask why did Jesus 
appear in his glorified body with nail marks 
in his hands and the wound of a lance in his 
side?   
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A note of context, today, Luke takes us back into the Upper Room for Christ’s first visit on 
Sunday following his death, the day of Resurrection.    
 
Now let’s proceed, he didn’t need to maintain these wounds.  What’s the purpose of displaying 
his marks of torture and death and  having the disciples place their hands into the nail marks 
and into his side? It was partly to prove beyond any doubt that he has risen and had risen in the 
body.  But do you think it was also partly to show them, and through the Gospel writers, remind 
us that he did take on our sins in his suffering and death?  That for all time we should look at 
those nail marks and that wound in his side and remember that he suffered, died and rose from 
the dead to redeem us from death into a new life, a life that has promises beyond our wildest 
dreams of everlasting joy and peace.   
 
Christ crucified was prophesied throughout the Old Testament; through Isaiah, in the Psalms, in 
many places his manner of death and the saving power of his death were written in Sacred 
Scripture. 
 
In today’s Gospel, to help the Apostles understand what was happening through his crucifixion 
and resurrection, Jesus points to the Scripture and the prophets.  He says, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”   
 
And, he spoke of what had happened and what would come to be, ““Thus it is written that 
the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for 
the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.”   
 
Peter’s speech, in our first reading today, fulfilled that prophecy, “God has thus brought to 
fulfillment what he had announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets, that 
his Christ would suffer. Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped 
away.” 
 
To gaze upon the wounds of Christ crucified is necessary because in our humanness we 
would much prefer to not see his wounds; and over time they would be covered u, hidden 
from our view so we wouldn’t have to look at what God’s creations did to God, himself.  
But, looking upon the wounds of Christ is a balance between sorrow and love.   
 
It is sorrowful because I know it is my sin that drives the nails into his hands, into his feet; 
that thrusts the lance into his side.  My sin.  But it greater a sign of love. 
 
As a gift of love, I make simple crosses for newly baptized children and for those who have 
lost a loved one.  Just as a remembrance of that special day or the one who has passed.  I 
don’t make the corpus or body of Jesus.  And, it has to be placed on the wooden cross.  
Little nails are sent with the corpus.  Every time I nail the corpus onto the cross, I 
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remember, no I feel the sorrow that my sin caused him.  At the same time, I feel the love 
he has for me, for each one of us; present tense, not 2,000 years ago, but today, right now. 
 
Pope Francis said, ”The entirety of God’s love is found in the crucifix.”   Jesus tells the pharisee 
Nicodemus, “God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish, but might have eternal life.” 
 
St. Paul of the Cross describes it this way, “The passion of Jesus is a sea of sorrows, but it is also 
an ocean of love. Ask the Lord to teach you to fish in this ocean. Dive into its depths. No matter 
how deep you go, you will never reach the bottom. 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Lectionary: 47 
Reading I 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 
Peter said to the people: 
“The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence 
when he had decided to release him. 
You denied the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked that a murderer be released to you. 
The author of life you put to death, 
but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses. 
Now I know, brothers, 
that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did; 
but God has thus brought to fulfillment 
what he had announced beforehand 
through the mouth of all the prophets, 
that his Christ would suffer. 
Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away.” 
Responsorial Psalm 
4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 
R.  (7a) Lord, let your face shine on us. 
or: 
R.  Alleluia. 
When I call, answer me, O my just God, 
    you who relieve me when I am in distress; 
    have pity on me, and hear my prayer! 
R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
or: 
R.  Alleluia. 
Know that the LORD does wonders for his faithful one; 
    the LORD will hear me when I call upon him. 
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R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
or: 
R.  Alleluia. 
O LORD, let the light of your countenance shine upon us! 
    You put gladness into my heart. 
R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
or: 
R.  Alleluia. 
As soon as I lie down, I fall peacefully asleep, 
    for you alone, O LORD, 
    bring security to my dwelling. 
R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
or: 
R.  Alleluia. 
Reading II 
1 Jn 2:1-5a 
My children, I am writing this to you 
so that you may not commit sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous one. 
He is expiation for our sins, 
and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world. 
The way we may be sure that we know him is to keep 
his commandments. 
Those who say, “I know him,” but do not keep his commandments 
are liars, and the truth is not in them. 
But whoever keeps his word, 
the love of God is truly perfected in him. 
Alleluia 
Cf. Lk 24:32 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 
make our hearts burn while you speak to us. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Gospel 
Lk 24:35-48 
The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, 
and how Jesus was made known to them  
in the breaking of bread. 
While they were still speaking about this, 
he stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 
But they were startled and terrified 
and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
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Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? 
And why do questions arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones 
as you can see I have.” 
And as he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. 
While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, 
he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 
They gave him a piece of baked fish;  
he took it and ate it in front of them. 
He said to them, 
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the law of Moses 
and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 
And he said to them, 
“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day 
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, 
would be preached in his name 
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things.” 
 


