
7 OT – C ’19 – (7:30, 11:00) (Stewardship Homily preceding 3-week renewal)  

 

C.I.: Stewardship is the gift of ourselves to the Father. 

 

1. Overview 

Do you consider yourself a forgiving person? 

Do you consider yourself a merciful person? 

Compared to what, to whom, we might say. 

By whose measure? 

 

Today we have an extraordinary message of mercy from God’s word. 

 

2. King Saul and David (1 Samuel) 

From 1 Samuel, we heard of the dramatic encounter between King Saul, the 

first king of Israel, and young David.  Saul, along with 3000 soldiers is out 

to kill David.  He’s sees him as threat.  Out of the blue, suddenly it is David who 

is given the chance to slay Saul.  His very life was on the line. But David can’t 

go through with it. Saul is still the king; he’s still God’s chosen and anointed.  

David shows him mercy by sparing his life.  
 

3. Luke 6 
And there’s Jesus teaching to his disciples from Lk 6: 

“Love your enemies. 

Do good to those who hate you. 

Bless and pray for those who curse & mistreat you. 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 
 

Needless to say, God is calling us as disciples of Jesus to a different standard, 

a different measure than our world.  One that may seem unrealistic, 

impractical, and almost reckless. 
 

Maybe the only way we can begin to make sense of them is by coming to know 

personally Christ’s own extraordinary mercy and goodness in our own lives.   

To know we aren’t the world’s disciples; 

     we are Christ’s disciples.   

To know we aren’t disciples of public opinion;  

     we are Christ’s disciples. 

 

What’s your measure of forgiveness? 

What’s your measure of success? 



What’s your measure of love? 

What’s your measure of generosity? 

What’s your measure of a life well lived? 

 

The ONLY measure of a Christian disciple is  

Jesus Christ.  

We measure by Christ’s measure. 

Jesus sums up his teaching by telling you and me: 

 

“For the measure with which you measure 

will in return be measured [back] to you.” 
 

4. Personal Discipleship to Personal Stewardship 

That’s what discipleship is about.   
-- We not only personally believe in Jesus,  

-- not only personally learn from Jesus,  

-- not only are personal companions of Jesus, 

-- BUT we personally choose to become like Him. 

-- Our lives are modeled after Him. To do his works; 

    to speak his words; to be bring Him to others. 

 

It’s a call to Christian stewardship. 

We are stewards/caretakers of our Lord’s grace, and all 

he’s entrusted to our care for others. It’s an awesome privilege. 

 

5. Stewardship 

Here at Holy Trinity Parish, we begin next weekend our annual, 

3-week renewal and re-commitment to Christian Stewardship.   
Every year we are blessed to welcome more than 200 new families to our parish.  

So whether we’re newcomers to the parish or as many still say, “been here from 

the beginning,” we think it’s helpful for us all Masses this weekend to remind 

ourselves of the basics of the Biblical way of life called Christian Stewardship. 
 

It’s not a fundraising gimmick to up the collection. 

It’s not a way to twist arms to give a few hours to a parish ministry or 

a few more minutes to prayer. 

 

The dictionary defines a “Steward” = “A person who is responsible to care for 

something” or “a person employed to manage another person’s property.” 

 



Question for us young and old is this: 

-- What are you and I taking care of?   

-- What is the property we’re managing? 
 

God’s Word asks each of us that through St. Paul 

(1 Cor 4:7):  

“What do you possess that you have not received?”   
or “Name something you did not receive?”   

Try it.  Really.  Name anything.  

Our very life is a gift 

so how can everything we manage now, 

care for now NOT be a gift?   

What do I have that is really mine? 
 

6. Parable of the Talents (Mt 25:14f) 

You might remember the conclusion of Jesus’ well-known Parable when the 

Owner of an Estate returns to collect from his servants-turned-stewards what 

he has entrusted to them. 

One has failed.   

Two have been good stewards.   

To them he says, “Well done, my good and faithful servants …  

 Come share your Master’s joy.” 

 

Jesus WANTS to judge us.  (Don’t be frightened by that.) 

Think of teachers of who hand out report cards to students who have done well.  

That’s a judgment!  “Well done; you’ve done great!”   

Every teacher wants to say that.   

And God wants to say that—about you and me. 
 

Of how you’ve managed your God-given talents/abilities, 

time/your very life and your financial gifts. 

It’s about everything and everyone in your life. 

It’s about the stewardship of our eternal souls. 
 

7. Secret of Stewardship 

For me, the secret of stewardship is that it begins and ends with the gift of self.  

Because God gave more than stuff, more than our time and talent and treasure, 

even more than life itself. 

God gave and gives us himself. 

“For God so loved the world he gave his only Son.” 



 

Jesus does the same because he is the perfect steward: 

“Take this all of you and eat it. This is my Body. 

Take this all of you and drink from it. This is my Blood.” 

Take it all.  I give myself completely to you. 
 

Jesus is not only showing us how to live. 

Jesus is showing us how to find the lasting happiness and fulfillment 

for which we long. 
Nothing, nothing else will ever satisfy us. 

Stewardship begins and ends with gift of self. 
 

8. Funeral Homily 

I realized last July as I prepared the homily for my Father’s funeral Mass that 

that is what he done by the end of his life:  

My dad gave his life back in gratitude to God. 

He was the best disciple and steward of Christ I have ever known personally. 

It’s not surprising that he was also the most generous person I’ve known. 
 

And for that reason, I believe he died a good and happy death… 

hearing our Lord’s invitation: 

“Well done, good and faithful servant … 

Come share your Master’s joy.” 

 

9. Here at Holy Trinity: 4 Pillars 

That’s what we’re about here together at Holy Trinity. Through the 4 pillars 

of stewardship: 

Welcome – Prayer – Formation – Service 

we are giving ourselves back to God. 
 

It’s what I saw in one of our young men in our school ministry a few days 

ago:  After school, a boy saw we walking across the campus and from behind 

called out my name.  
 

He ran up to me, reached into his pocket and  

pulled out its contents. 

“I want to give to this to church,” he said. 
 

He placed it my hand and I looked down it—one quarter—all he had. 
 



I don’t think that story is about money, do you? 

 

I think it was about what was in his pocket.  And ours. 

What was in his heart.  And ours. 

About his priorities.  And ours. 

About his gratitude.  And ours. 

About giving his life to God.  And ours. 
 

It think it’s about the truth of our lives, 

our purpose and meaning  

about why we are here 

and our eternal destiny, 

 

 Just as Jesus taught us: 

“For where your heart is there your treasure shall be” 


